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CARC 489  

Advanced Field Studies in International Construction Law II 

Syllabus 

 

1. SYLLUBUS: Only these written rules control this class. It is the student’s 

responsibility to read and understand the entire syllabus.   

 

2. COMMUNICATIONS: You may contact me anytime. I have an open door 

policy, however, I do not give legal advice.   Phone: 979.255.5285; e-mail: 

debrae@archone.tamu.edu or jhorlen@archon.tamu.edu.  Office hours to 

be determined. 

 

 

3. COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course covers advanced international 

construction legal issues, including review of traditional types of contracts 

used in the international construction industry; review of domestic and 

international laws applied to the construction industry; application of 

domestic and international laws to case studies; legal argumentation and 

writing; dispute resolution methods; ethics in the construction industry, 

especially the cultural nuances that affect international interactions.  

Specific legal considerations will include sections on contract dispute 

resolution, bonds, risks, damages, insurance, liens, environmental issues, 

bankruptcy, labor and employment and ethics, as compared and 

contrasted with international practice and law. 

 

4. COURSE OBJECTIVES:  This is an advanced law course in construction law.  

You will be expected to be able to analyze case studies of American 

construction firms as they interact in an international setting.  In addition, you 

will be required to demonstrate an understanding of various advanced legal 

issues such as dispute resolution, risk management, environmental issues, 

bankruptcy, and labor and employment laws as they affect the 

international market, as well as contrast these issues with the American 

marketplace.  Legal aspects of the U.S., U.K. and European Union will be 

compared and contrasted throughout the course.  You should also be able 

to recognize and discuss ethical considerations in the international market, 

and explain how they differ with the typical American ethos.  

 

5. Text:   We will be using a course packet that will be available online before 

we leave.  You should purchase that packet and familiarize yourself with the 

material before the course begins. 

 

6. Prerequisites:  None 
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7. Assignments: All on-site assignments will be given in class as material is 

covered.  Our assignments will be written, and will correspond to the various 

lectures, field trips and other discussions that take place.  They will be 

submitted electronically. 

 

The construction industry is one in which accurate and detailed 

communication is essential to client relations, employee supervision, and 

project coordination. Because you will often be required to remember 

details and think on your feet in order to problem solve in this industry, as part 

of your class participation grade you will be required to interact in the 

various venues of this trip- that includes participating in all discussions, 

lectures, field trips, jobsite visits, and other interactive portions of the course.  

Your written work will be graded on appearance, grammar and 

professionalism, as judged by the instructor.  

 

 

8. Electronic Journals 

Journals will be kept as part of the writing portion of the course.  You will 

submit those electronically throughout the course, to be determined on a 

weekly basis.  Because this is a requirement for both courses, the expected 

length of each submission is 2-4 pages per week.  
 
  

9. GRADING: 

a) Scale:  A: 90% and above. B: 80% to 89.9%. C: 70% to 79.9%. D: 60% to 

69.9%. F: 59.9% and below.  

b) Percentages:  

1) Written Assignments( 2-5 total, to be selected by instructor and 

assigned during class regarding concepts/issues discussed at 

site visits): 15% 

2) E-Journals:  10% 

3) Class participation grade: 30%  (may include quizzes, class 

recitations, answers and preparedness to general questioning 

by instructor during classtime).  Be sure to be prepared so I can 

objectively tell that you are keeping up and understanding 

material! 

4) Paper 2 – comparison/contrast of US/UK law (to be discussed 

during trip) DUE July 14th: 45%    

5) Extra Credit: up to 3 points added to FINAL GRADE  

 

 

 

 

10. EXTRA CREDIT OF 3 POINTS (MAXIMUM) ADDED TO GRADE:  

a) A maximum of 3 points of your grade can be from extra credit.  
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b) There may be opportunities abroad to engage in extra credit- such as 

attending talks/lectures, other than those already listed on the 

syllabus, outside of class time or extra credit field trips.  Look for 

opportunities to do community service type activities while abroad, be 

involved in a local charity or participate in a charitable event. You 

should research various opportunities for extra credit before we go.  

You may want to contact charities here in the US to find out about UK 

activities.  YOU MUST make a written proposal and then oral defense of 

your proposal to participate and receive this extra credit. 

 

11. The handouts and Text used in this course are copyrighted. By “handouts” is 

meant all materials generated for this class, which include but are not 

limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, problems, in-class materials, review sheets, 

and hypotheticals. Because these materials are copyrighted, you do not 

have the right to copy any handout, unless express permission is obtained. 

 

12.  PLAGIARISM: We all read other people’s work in researching and 

understanding problems, theories and even completing academic work.  

Problems occur when you use other people’s work and pass it off as your own.  

You must give others credit when you use their work or even their ideas.  It is vitally 

important for students to understand the rules for properly crediting other people's 

ideas when writing a thesis or professional paper or otherwise completing 

academic requirements.  There are many websites that can help you in 

deciphering the many ways in which credit may be given.  See the resources 

page on my WebCT site. 

 

If you use someone else's idea without using his or her specific words, this is 

called paraphrasing.  When you paraphrase, you are expected to indicate the 

source of the idea (the author and publication date, but not a page number).  

This allows a reader to find the source of the ideas, verify that you have 

accurately represented them, and obtain additional information about those 

ideas if necessary. 

 

If you use someone else's exact words, this is called quoting.  When you quote, 

you are expected to enclose the words in quotation marks, and indicate the 

source of the quote (the author, publication date, and page number). 

 

Plagiarism also applies to information found on the web; it is equally important 

to cite a web source and the rules above pertain. 

 

It is assumed that any work not utilizing the above measures is your own.  If it is 

not your own idea or words, then you are committing plagiarism.  
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13.  THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT or (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination 

statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with 

disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with 

disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 

accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring 

an accommodation, please contact the Department of Student Life, Services for 

Students with Disabilities, in Room 126 of the Koldus Building or call 845-1637. 

  

  

  

14.  ACADEMIC INTEGRITY-  We all know the statement: 

 

  

"An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do." 

  

You should familiarize yourself with the policies and statements promulgated at 

http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor 

  

On assignments and examinations you may be required to sign a statement such 

as the one below regarding the integrity of your work.   

 

  

"On my honor, as an Aggie, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on 

this academic work." 

        

        ________________________________ 

        Signature of student 

  

     You should read the information contained in the report by the Academic 

Integrity Task Force, 2004 at     

http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor/FinalTaskForceReport.pdf 
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